Post mastectomy pain after brachial plexus palsy: metastases or radiation neuritis?
Three patients have been reported who developed metastatic tumour within the neural tissue of the brachial plexus three years, four years and fourteen years respectively after treatment of breast carcinoma by simple mastectomy and postoperative radiotherapy. A fourth patient who developed bilateral upper limb paralysis after radiotherapy for a lymphoma is also reported. At exploration of the brachial plexus extensive fibrosis was present in all cases with metastases only diagnosed through biopsy of neural tissue. The clinical features and the role of surgery are discussed in the light of our experience and a review of available literature.